DRUG ENFORCEMENT AEMINISTRATION
Foreign

An inarea.ee of $2, ?75, 000 is requested for Foreign Cooperative In-
vestigations in py 1985. Why are you requesting this increase when
there is a proposed reduction of 11 positions?

In response to the first part of the question, it is Important to
clarify any doubts that may exist relative to these 11 positions.
For FY 1984 the Congress approved an increase of 11 positions for
Foreign Cooperative Investigations. However, since additional work-
years were never approved for these 11 positions, no position alloca-
tions were ever made. In other words, there was no real increase in
staffing in FY 198M or decrease in FY 1985.

For synopsis purposes, a Special Enforcement Operations (SEO) is a
concentrated enforcement initiative that provides for resource en-
hancement in a particular investigation or program. SEOs can be
initiated by the Field Divisions or appropriate Headquarters drug
sections. The additional resources will allow for ten additional
foreign and five additional Caribbean SEOs, and the establishment of
23 Special Funding Intelligence Program (SFIPs). These SEOs will
focus on heroin, cocaine and marijuana, and specifically on opium
production capabilities in Southwest and Southeast Asia and Mexico.
The SEOs will target clandestine opiate conversion laboratory opera-
tions and sophisticated trafficking organizations, which are flooding
Western Europe and the U.S with high quality heroin. As to cocaine,
the SEOs will target illicit cocaine conversion laboratories through
the controlled sale of chemicals essential for cocaine production.
Additionally, the SEOs will target organizations in Latin America
that are trafficking in "sinsemilla" marijuana.

The Caribbean will be targeted specifically with intentions of Iden-
tifying those trafficking groups who have centered In the Caribbean,
which has been identified as a key area for drug transshipment, money
laundering, and a safe haven for fugitives and which are clearly un-
checked by local authorities because of the lack of manpower, fund-
Ing, resources and equipment to effectively police their Islands .

All intelligence and information gathered as a result of the SEOs
will be shared with local police authorities in the Caribbean, thus
permitting them to take law enforcement action within their own
countries and territorial waters.

The SFIPs will focus on poppy production in Southwest and Southeast
Asia and Mexico, on opium production and movement patterns, and on
the growth, production and movement of cocaine and marijuana from .
Latin America.

Have source countries been participating with the DEA in regard to
this activity?

Yes, DEA Intelligence probes in Pakistan, Turkey and Mexico have pin-
pointed illicit opiate conversion laboratory locations, identified
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